‘Children in Emergencies’
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an urgent appeal on behalf of the world’s forgotten children

from ChildHope Patron, Timothy Spall

Dear Supporter,  

With so much happening in the world today it is hardly surprising that our attention is captured by the latest emergency and we begin to forget the previous one.  After all, there have been so many and the news seems to be full of stories of conflict, poverty and disease – and full of suffering children, all of them deserving our attention, all with compelling reasons for us to remember them. Nonetheless the headlines move on – there’s a limit to the time we can focus on any one situation when the next emergency is so quickly upon us.   

For the sake of these children, however, we must not forget their suffering.  

This is an appeal from me, Timothy Spall, to all ChildHope supporters.  As a Patron of ChildHope, I am well aware of the amazing work that they do.  I know that those suffering the humanitarian crisis still unfolding in war ravaged Afghanistan or the desperate situation of the child soldiers of Sierra Leone are not forgotten. The headlines have moved on, but the need and work remains.  ChildHope works every day to help ease the plight of the kids in these and other devastated countries, but its own capacity to respond is limited – and this, of course, is where you come in.
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	We need your help to work with some of the world’s most vulnerable kids - kids who remain in the shadows of our consciousness as the spotlight of the world’s attention shines somewhere else, kids who are in danger of being forgotten. 




Take Afghanistan as one example.  It seems only yesterday that they were headline news. Famous for fifteen minutes, yet only beginning to pick up the pieces of the most recent violence that has wracked their country and marked their lives. Boys on the street begging or joining militias for little more than the sake of a ready meal and the relief it offers to a family who can ill afford to provide it. And girls – they have to pay their way too. Sometimes by being engaged or married at an ever-younger age in order to secure a dowry that can mean the difference between a family’s hunger and food on the table. This is not about a lack of love for children – this is about poverty. About desperation, and the choices that only the truly poor ever have to make.  

There are also the boys in Sierra Leone who were forcibly conscripted by the rebel army and made to kill and maim – and their victims, traumatised communities torn apart by a violence that seemed to come from nowhere. There are the girls who were used as sex slaves and then abandoned by their abductors and rapists, and who were rejected again by their families who were unable to comprehend the extent of their children’s suffering and unable to confront their own inability to protect them from unimaginable pain. 

I am appealing to you to help ChildHope help these children and others like them, so that we can continue to provide basic needs and help families plan for the future when the spotlight shines elsewhere.   

This is why we have launched a direct appeal – ‘Children in Emergencies’ – to raise £1million over 3 years to help thousands of the world’s poorest children.  Money raised in this way will allow ChildHope to respond to the needs of children and their families directly and immediately. The children of Sierra Leone; the children of Afghanistan, and others, like them around the world.   

With your support, and in your name. 
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Timothy Spall

Patron, ChildHope  

25 April 2003
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