ChildHope UK

ChildHope is an organisation dedicated to providing opportunities for and defending the rights of children living and working on the street.  It was established in 1990 and is a registered charity and an independent Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO).

Working with partner organisations overseas, ChildHope provides information, support and training in a way which aims to increase the capacity of our partners to respond directly to the needs of the street children in their communities.  ChildHope also works with partners to strengthen these communities, with the aim of reducing the numbers of children migrating to the streets.

ChildHope supports the rights of the child as expressed by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and its project partnerships promote the implementation of this.  

Who are street children?

Street children are usually defined as children who live and/or work on the street. Some street children work to earn money for themselves and their families, whilst others have no contact with their families and must fend entirely for themselves.  UNICEF estimates that there are 100 million street children worldwide (date), many of which lead a harsh existence in urban areas.  

Acute poverty is a major cause behind street children.  Increasingly, HIV/AIDS and conflict are factors, as many orphaned children turn to the streets to survive. 

How does ChildHope help?

ChildHope currently supports projects for street children in Brazil, Bulgaria, Ethiopia, Kenya, Macedonia, Peru, Romania and South Africa.  In addition, its capacity building programme work takes in much of Central and Eastern Europe and is currently being implemented in other regions.  

Through its projects ChildHope supports an average of 1000 children every day.  These children receive direct assistance in terms of food, shelter and clothing, and, in addition, long term support through legal advice and protection, access to medical services, education, skills training, rights awareness and family reunification where appropriate.

In this way, ChildHope assists in providing street children with the means to make positive choices about their future.  It is continually looking for projects employing good practice and which empower street and marginalized children.  To make our projects sustainable, and ensure that good practice is passed on, ChildHope supports shared global learning for groups working on issues relating to street children.  

Life of a Street Child – A Case Study

Life for a street child can mean:

· Hunger and malnutrition

· Exposure to major health hazards, without access to medical services

· Sexual exploitation

· Violence from street gangs, pimps and employers

· Substance abuse and drug dependence

Paul, a street child in Peru, tells his story:

(the name has been changed to protect confidentiality).

“When I was 11 I had to leave school to go to work.  With my siblings, we joined the other child labourers making bricks in the town of Huachipa.  It was backbreaking work, starting at 4am and finishing after dark, with only a small break for lunch.  I became ill with respiratory problems, but had to carry on working or I would not get any money.  We were very poorly paid, but we needed what money we could get to buy water from the trucks in the area, because there was no piped water in the area.  

When I was 13, I learnt about ADEVI, a local project supported by ChildHope.  They supported me, and many others in my situation.  Thanks to them, I now go to school in the mornings and to the project centre in the afternoons, where I can have something to eat and learn new skills.  I have a lot of catching up to do at school, but now I am positive about the future for me and my family.

ChildHope’s projects aim to empower street and working children and to break the cycle of poverty they find themselves in.  In this way, our work will have positive benefits for generations.  ChildHope helps street children through:

· Rehabilitation

· Counselling

· Health care

· Nutrition

· Education

· Vocational training and employment

